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~ Mystery lay
frozen 1in time

FOUR AIRMEN VANISHED IN TRAINER PLANE SIX DECADES AGO

S B
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LEO MUSTONEN: ERNEST GLENN MUNN:  BILL GAMBER: JOHN MORTENSEN:
The remains of the cadet ~ Growing up on a small The Fayette, Ohio, native  The airman from

from Brainerd, Minn.,, farm in Ohio, he had was an accomplished Moscow, Idaho, has few
were found in2005,50  never been ona plane trombone and basketball  remaining family

-

feet from the mummified  before joining the player. The it
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what it really means,” he said.

My journal from that night says

 to




Continued from Page 14

| AIRMAN | Families seek closure

the frozen body of another one
of the four crew members, air
Cadet Leo Mustonen, 50 feet
from the body Stekel discov-
ered Aug. 15 on Mendel Gla-

| cierin Canyon National

Park. To identify Mustonen,
authorities  collected DNA
samples from the airmen's

amilies. This time, with the
| DNA already in hand, investi-
i gators hope to identify the
second airman within weeks.
For the three remaining fami-
lies, the anguished wait con-
tinues.

From DNA to dental re-
cords to physical clues like a
us,” said Dr. Robert Mann
with the Joint POW-MIA Ac-
counting Command /in Hono-
lulu, the largest forensic lab in
the world. “With no living wit-
nesses, we have to work with
60-year-old pieces of a puzzle
and put if together again.”

Investigators are all but cer-
tain that the mummified re-
mains are one of the three
men who vanished with Mus-
tonen when their AT-7 Naviga-
tor trainer plane disap
Nov. 18, 1942, Pilot Lt. William
Gamber, and aviation Cadets
John Melvin Mortensen and
Ernest Glenn Munn, all were
in their 20s when they van-
rackngs e foond 1o 947
wrec was found mm .
the disappearance has haunt-
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llet, “we're s RTS8 el
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Mustonen kept repeating the
same :Emwmmw my auwmrmc

aﬂw could find him and
B@..- n
stonen’s mom died

ago, but finding her son's re-
mains has at least brought

OVer.
“Somebody talked Glenn in-

Pyle said. “He was just a kid,
22, but he was so excited to be
going to California. He'd never  cal career.

NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE ARCI

Ice climbers found Mustonen's body, above, in
2005 in eastern Kings Canyon National Park.
The man from Brainerd, Minn., shown at left,
was not discovered before his mother passed
away. Still, surviving family members were
happy a decades-old mystery had been solved.

“It was a special gift to us, not just having him

to bury but to learn finally who he really was,"
said Mustonen's niece Leane Mustonen Ross,
who was born after the cadet vanished.
Another family may soon gain closure now
that a second body has been found near where

MUSTONENFAMILY i ictonan's remains were located.

B i Goore
uncle an r's
to joining the service in 1942 beloved silver-plated King
trombone, the instrument that
inspired Ralston’s own nmsi-

then on, ?mwsmwm pretty qui-
et people who kept things to
themselves. [ guess everyone
has their own way of dealing
%g.- -
Back in 2005, Benson and
her husband, a retired engi-
neer, “didn't want to get in-
volved because we don't like to
be in the news; we're a family
Ewwnmommsmwo :mrm%ogw.: A8
ope, though, is a
thing to smother, and “when
they did narrow it down to my
:..,%mnu_.m Ennsgcmﬂommwmvﬁrmomﬁm
were the same height an
(had the same) hair color; then

would be yours, .

But it wasn't. So “this time,
we don’t want to go through
that again. ,ﬂm‘w_.wm not E o

mn_&._Em else uni ey
wwssg ! )

That could still take weeks,

_ largely because investigators

are meticulous as they go over
m%wm@%%n&_.UZb.mn Ewwwm_.
cal evidence. Though they de-
nrn_.iﬁwm last week ﬂa_w Emn_nb Mwo&..
eir progress, they did say
that having DNA samples
from the relatives on the
e
maining airmen wi solve
this case much faster.
1In 2005, it took them weeks
to locate relatives, then obtain
samples. And they never did
a sample from Mustonen’s
ily because all the candi-
dates: on his mother's side
were already dead. Instead,
Mustonen was identified by



_ﬁ.&. include mothers and  still around to ﬁ&nﬁum* e him
fathers who'd lost their only —home.
- son and died before knowing “] feel close to him now, as if

what happened; sisters nowin  he'd been a brother,” Emﬁmnm
their 80s with vivid memories Leane said. .ﬁm,m&ﬂ&ag
of the brother who never re- cloaked in mystery. Finding
turned; nieces and nephews him on that mountain made
who were babies when the himreal”

plane disappeared, their uncle  Just as relatives in 2005 en-
m%mgsmmwg?um the dured the emotional whiplash,

scrim of their imagination. the other three families must

‘Special gift S piien sdlon

The Mustonens, at least, And only one can get the an-

" have their answer. swer they're longing to hear.

“It was a special to us, :
ot ot i e o by Munn family
but to _mﬁ.: finally who he re-  Glenn Munn’s younger sis-
ally was,” said Leane Musto- ter Jeanne Pyle, now 87, got
nen wbmm of Jacksonville, Fla. the call last month from a re-

‘Now 62, she hadn’t been born  porter in California.

when her uncle Leo's plane “1 thought, ‘Oh

went down. The discovery of Moﬁmeomonwwocmw a.ﬁum
.Emg%mmﬁgﬂwm:uam:mmﬂ? Still living near the

she never knew. ‘small Ohio farming town
bunasmwganﬂm:gm where the Munns grew up,
grin that did the trick. “The Pyle was certain her brother
first thing they asked us was was the man they found in
‘Did your uncle have a muwvm. 2005.

tween his front teeth? ” and I “T'wo years ago, we had so

said yes. 1 had a photo that many people coming by — ra--
showed it and they had his dio stations from Columbus

Hmﬁ?@emmam&psﬁmﬁw mbmmﬁmcwmﬁna even CNN

real giveaway.” flew i in from OmEonEP she

Friends and family say said. “Glenn had blond hair
Mustonen’s mother died bro- and the one they found en-
ken-hearted, never coming to  cased in ice had blond hair, so
grip with E:. loss. Marjorie we thought for sure it was
Freeman, 84 and still living = him.”
near Mustonen’s hometown of Once again, the memories
Brainerd, Minn., vividly re- are rushing back — the little

‘members her own mother farm where their dad raised

sharing coffee each EE.nEm cattle and their mom made
with the missing airman’s cream and butter, the peaches
mom at her Maple Street and berries she and Glenn
home, would pick. “The kids all

“Tt was Esuwm the same,” together, worked to-
Freeman said. “She’d end u er; we were very close
in tears. My mom would amnw Ea looked out for one anoth-
out across the breakfast table er”

| EE&EEQ&E&. ﬁﬁﬂuuu:_wmg;s&
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but he wrote mother the most  town of Fayette, Ohio, Bill was ~ Asked whether the discov-
beautiful letters, telling her the All-Ameriean boy, captain ery of a second airman, whose
e hartot | T Gt v e et o e
to great e e as the ier |
E&ﬁgm?mam%mwﬁ_wmﬁg MMM% ﬂmnﬂmagmg Enammmnwﬁﬂm%gmh
plane was missing, wo years, my e was a finding the other two men,
that the search had been m.ﬁ%c_omgmg.wbwﬂmwa rensic anthropologist Paul

called off. that whole town was devastat- Emanovsky was guarded.

%%mggwﬁ ed.” “You never wuqs what to
e . ot ect in ob,” Emanovsky

he'd turn up alive, rﬁm ﬂs& to _So_\_”m:mm.._ family MM@. He mEm his colleagues

be 102, and she never got  There's hardly anyone left travel the world recovering re-
talking about her son, to mourn John Mortensen. mains of service members;

how handsome he was, how With two of his sisters de- qmooommusﬁamavmamda
mxdcn g&wﬁ of their first ceased and the third nearly World War II alone are still
child.” \ %mﬁmmm_.woﬁsawggmr missing,. “We don't really
ﬁcﬂncm&rgmmﬁm.ﬁmm ) care, it’s time once again  know the circumstances of
the not knowing. “Losing a for his niece Carol Benson to this crash. It’s possible  the
child is terrible enough, but do what she'd rather not do—  other two guys are on the oth-
she never knew where he was, mums.mmwrmaa hone calls er side of the glacier, a thou-

and that just leaves a space in- in what lit- sand feet away 1 suspect

m&m Mc: that you never get _.wmqﬂm about her long- they're up there: mogmawmwm.
_omﬁﬁun_m but it's hard to know.”

Now 69 and a retired Leo Mustonen's niece in

mmacm. family schoolteacher in Ogden, Utah, Jacksonville knows both the

Bill Gamber in his youth Benson had lived as a child in  anguish of waiting and the joy
had been a hero to his younger Moscow, Idaho, where her un- o:ﬁ-oﬁﬁm
cousin Dick Christian. Always %ﬁ%ggﬁn%@mﬁ “There’s a reason this is
bigger than life, Gamber in his  recalls Mortensen being de- WMW&EE@ Ross said. “I
absence seemed to loom larg-  seribed “as ‘a very compas- it's a kind of message to
er still. For Christian, now 82 sionate person,” but she re- everyone who has lost loved
and a retired associate dean at members little else, saying ones and never recovered

“Medill School of Journalism at  family members were never Enggﬁamﬁég

Northwestern University, the big on broadeasting their feel- for ho

missing cousin was never real- Emw Gn%mngnﬁum:ﬁmﬂmamu

imum& ay. ‘We lived on a farm, and in  tified, though, the three re-
“Td see some handsome those years, recovering from Egﬁggs

m&&sg&m% everything the Depression, you didnt in time, in graveyard memori-

— straight A's, t athlete have the sort of communica- &Pm&ﬂ%&mﬁuﬁﬁpﬂ‘&mﬁ

— and I'd say, re’s a guy souwanwﬁmuoﬂmmmwmﬁg of the boy on the mahogany

%Eww@gﬁ%éﬁm a&hﬁﬁm&%mwaa i wﬂﬁgmﬂmgoﬁgﬁ
guy with an unlimited future; families ﬂmﬁmﬂaao ouse, or the teenager scaling
he was smart and articulate time together.” mﬂw_mﬁdﬁﬁnwmgng?ﬂ%

and m.m@o?w_ and nwowz s.ﬁmﬁ .E.m.» child, mEEomﬂo ﬂmmmwa orchard, or the vwnoamummum

ended. You'd think, boy, what en few details ut the young aspiring pilot, heading

that guy could have done with  plane’s disappearance. “I was cm,moumwomw.w into the wild blue
Emnﬂ« told he was on a mission and yonder.

retired educator in Cincinnati, member my mom talking Contact Patrick May at
ﬂﬁgﬂﬁﬁmg% about it when they found the pmay@mercurynews.com or
gmuwﬁﬂgg %ngﬁg E%ug f



 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2007 SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS . MERCURYNEWSCOM  13A

e = MARIA AVILA — MERCURY NEWS

Lt. William Gamber and cadets John Melvin Mortensen and Ernest Glenn Munn are honored with this memorial at the Golden Gate National Cemetery in San Bruno. The
World War I servicemen disappeared in 1942 with cadet Leo Mustonen, whose body was found in 2005. One of their bodies may have been discovered Aug. 15.+:






